December 8, 2016 – New York – Appetite for sustainable investments is picking up
across the Americas as investors want to put more capital into low carbon and climaterelated investments, according to a new survey by HSBC Group. In spite of rising
demand, barriers around transparency of information and disclosure are hampering
investors’ ability to follow through on green opportunities.
The survey included insight from nearly 300 institutional investors and almost 300
corporations from from 14 sectors across Europe, the Americas, Middle East and Asia.
Investors keen to go green, but obstacles remain
According to the research, investors in the Americas are seeking more green
investment opportunities, with nearly three quarters (74%) planning to increase their
climate related or low carbon exposure.
Kurt Vogt, Managing Director, Sustainable Financing for HSBC Securities (USA) Inc.,
said: “Companies increasingly face pressure from their customers, employees and
investors to align their investments and business models with a low carbon and
sustainable economy."
“While sustainability is top of mind for companies we surveyed, increased awareness
doesn't necessarily materialize into a flood of investment opportunities," he said.
Indeed, the report revealed that the vast majority of investors in the Americas (82%)
believe a lack of credible opportunities is the largest obstacle to making green
investments. Furthermore, 79% of the same investors cited moderately or highly
inadequate disclosures as a top barrier to making green investments.
Nearly three quarters (72%) of surveyed companies in the Americas do not disclose
their environmental impact, making it hard for analysts and investors to assess and
compare how green they are – and only about 1-in-6 (15%) have sustainable financing
strategies in place.
“To mainstream sustainable finance in the capital markets, banks, policymakers and
regulators must come together to tackle these barriers,” Vogt said.
“As an industry, we need to promote more actionable and standardized disclosure of
firms’ environmental impact and provide more compelling incentives for companies to
issue sustainable financing instruments like green bonds.”
The future looks green for investors and companies
Despite the barriers, momentum is building for green investments both among
companies and the market.
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The research reveals an expected up-tick in sustainable commitment among Americas
companies, with 33% of those not yet disclosing planning to do so in the next 12
months, resulting in potentially more market transparency and credibility.
Vogt said: “It’s no surprise companies are increasing their sustainable disclosures. With
rapid urbanization across Latin America and the focus on urban infrastructure renewal
programs in North America, market demand is on the rise.”
Vogt concluded: “Good progress has been made, and the direction of change is
encouraging, but more must be done to shift to a low-carbon economy. We need to
create a strong ecosystem for sustainable finance that provides tools and incentives for
companies and investors alike to allocate capital towards projects with environmental
benefits."
ends/more
Media inquiries:
Elizabeth Byrne / +1 212 525 0616 / elizabeth.x.byrne@us.hsbc.com
Tala Jahangiri / +1 212 525 4311 / tala.jahangiri@us.hsbc.com
Notes to editors:
About the HSBC Global Sustainable Financing report
The HSBC Global Sustainable Financing report was compiled by East & Partners in November of 2016.
Respondents included 277 companies from 14 sectors, 276 institutional investors and 40 NGOs across
Europe, the Americas, Middle East and Asia. Average turnover of companies surveyed was US$18.6
billion, and average Funds Under Management of investors surveyed was US$13.9 billion, and average
annual budget of surveyed organizations: US$0.8 billion.
HSBC Bank USA, National Association (HSBC Bank USA, N.A.), with total assets of US$206.2bn
as of 30 June 2016 (US GAAP), serves 2.4 million customers through retail banking and wealth
management, commercial banking, private banking, asset management, and global banking and
markets segments. It operates more than 229 bank branches throughout the United States. There are
over 145 in New York as well as branches in: California; Connecticut; Delaware; Washington, D.C.;
Florida; Maryland; New Jersey; Pennsylvania; Virginia; and Washington. HSBC Bank USA, N.A. is
the principal subsidiary of HSBC USA Inc., an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of HSBC North
America Holdings Inc. HSBC Bank USA, N.A. is a Member of the FDIC.
Investment and brokerage services are provided through HSBC Securities (USA) Inc., member
NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. Investments are not a deposit or other obligation of the bank or any of its
affiliates; not FDIC insured or insured by any federal government agency of the United States; not
guaranteed by the bank or any of its affiliates; and subject to investment risk, including possible loss of
principal invested.
HSBC Holdings plc
HSBC Holdings plc, the parent company of the HSBC Group, is headquartered in London. The Group
serves customers worldwide from around 4,400 offices in 71 countries and territories in Europe, Asia,
North and Latin America, and the Middle East and North Africa. With assets of US$2,557bn at 30
September 2016, HSBC is one of the world’s largest banking and financial services organisations.
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