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HSBC Makes $250,000 Grant to Waterkeeper Alliance
HSBC Volunteers Across the U.S. Will Help Clean Local Waterways
Every minute, one garbage truck of plastic is dumped into our oceans,
according to World Economic Forum

NEW YORK – Waterkeeper Alliance and HSBC today announced a $250,000 grant that will
support the Waterkeeper Alliance mission of keeping critical local waterways clean and
protected in cities across the United States.
Waterkeeper Alliance is the largest and fastest growing non-profit solely focused on clean
water. The organization’s mission is to preserve and protect water by connecting local
Waterkeeper Organizations and Affiliates worldwide, with a goal of drinkable, fishable,
swimmable water everywhere.
HSBC has had a long-standing commitment to the issue of water. The HSBC Water
Programme -- currently entering its seventh year -- partners with Earthwatch, WaterAid and
WWF as well as local project partners. It aims to provide and protect water sources, and
inform and educate communities about the role water plays in enabling people to prosper and
driving economic development.
Waterkeeper Alliance was the ideal local project partner to help U.S.-based HSBC
employees to advance understanding of water issues and how they relate to HSBC Bank
USA operations and business, as well as to support the direct engagement of thousands of
employees in water conservation projects nationwide.
HSBC will also act as a sponsor of the global 2018 Waterkeeper Alliance Conference, to be
held June 6-9, 2018, in Buffalo, NY More than 3,000 HSBC employees live and work in the
Buffalo region, and on June 9, nearly 100 HSBC employees will join other volunteers from the
Western New York region for a city-wide service project to clean waterways and access to
Lake Erie.
The volunteers will be doing their part to address a major global issue of plastic waste
polluting critical bodies of water. Nearly one-third (32%) of the 78 million tons of plastic
packaging produced annually flows into the world’s oceans, the equivalent of pouring one
garbage truck of plastic into the ocean every minute, according to a study by the World
Economic Forum, the Ellen MacArthur Foundation and McKinsey and Company.
Kelly W. Fisher, head of corporate sustainability for HSBC Bank USA, said “To date, over
8,000 HSBC employees have been trained as Citizen Science Leaders to conduct water
testing and research. We are tremendously excited now to partner with Waterkeeper Alliance
to empower these same employees to become hands-on stewards of their local waterways.”
“We are grateful for the support of HSBC and their dedication to the community of Buffalo,
NY,” said Marc Yaggi, executive director of Waterkeeper Alliance. “Thanks to their
contribution, the waters of the Buffalo Niagara watershed are one step closer to being
drinkable, fishable, and swimmable.”
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Note to editors:
HSBC Bank USA, National Association (HSBC Bank USA, N.A.) serves customers through retail
banking and wealth management, commercial banking, private banking, and global banking and
markets segments. It operates bank branches in: California; Connecticut; Delaware; Washington, D.C.;
Florida; Maryland; New Jersey; New York; Pennsylvania; Virginia; and Washington. HSBC Bank USA,
N.A. is the principal subsidiary of HSBC USA Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of HSBC North America
Holdings Inc. HSBC Bank USA, N.A. is a Member of the FDIC. Investment and brokerage services are
provided through HSBC Securities (USA) Inc., (Member NYSE/FINRA/ SIPC) and insurance products
are provided through HSBC Insurance Agency (USA) Inc.
HSBC Holdings plc the parent company of the HSBC Group, is headquartered in London. The Group
serves customers worldwide from around 3,900 offices in 67 countries and territories in Europe, Asia,
North and Latin America, and the Middle East and North Africa. With assets of US$2,652bn at 31 March
2018, HSBC is one of the world’s largest banking and financial services organisations. In recognition of
wider obligations to the communities in which HSBC operates and to sustainable economic growth, the
Group has set out a series of commitments to assist in the global transition to a low-carbon economy,
and to provide people with the skills and knowledge needed to thrive in the global workforce. More
information is available in the HSBC Environmental, Social and Governance Update.
Waterkeeper Alliance is a global movement uniting more than 300 Waterkeeper Organizations and
Affiliates around the world, focusing citizen action on issues that affect our waterways, from pollution to
climate change. The Waterkeeper movement patrols and protects over 2.5 million square miles of
rivers, lakes, and coastlines in the Americas, Europe, Australia, Asia, and Africa. For more information,
please visit waterkeeper.org.
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